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Green Santa poses inside the Scandinavian Charity Cafe in Aoyama, Tokyoe. on Nov. 28. ( Photo by Kashima Aike)
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D You better conserve,

You better comply,

You better not waste

P’m tellin’ you why,

Green Santa is coming to town! D

Actually, this year Green Santa has al-
ready come and gone. Denmark’s goodwill
ambassador for the environment made a
guest appearance on the opening day of the
Scandinavian Charity Cafe event late last
month to wish everyone a “Merry Green
Christmas™ and to hand out Christmas pre-
sents of Chinese milk vetch seeds.

The event, intended to raise awareness
of Scandinavia and its pristine natural envi-
ronment, was held inside the stylish Limapu-
luh cafe in Tokyo’s Aoyama district from
Nov. 28 to Dec. 9. Money raised from an
auction of Scandinavian goods on display
at the cafe will be used to buy furniture
made of natural materials and donated to
elementary schools in cities around Japan.

“All children know about Santa,” says
Ito Shoko from the Green Santa foundation
and deputy director of the Scandinavian
Tourist Board that organized the event. “By
turning this familiar character green we give
asimple message that is easy to understand.”

Green Santa’s message to the Earth’s fu-
ture adults is that to save Christmas as we
know it now, we must stop global warming
by actively caring for the environment.

It is not known whether Green Santa is
making a list and checking it twice, but you
better take a moment to think whether
you're environmentally naughty or nice.

(By Campbell James, MDN)
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Although modern Christmas celebrations have become some-
what standardized and commercialized over the years, certain
countries have managed to maintain very distinctive traditions
for this winter holiday.
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Norway and Finland, with their cold snowy winters and north-
ern European locations, share a strong sense of the Christmas
spirit. In Norway, Dec. 25 has long marked the transition from
the country’s severe winter to spring. The winter solstice, called
“Jul,” has become tied in with the history of Christmas. So in
Norway, people greet each other by saying “God Jul” rather than
“Merry Christmas.”

From Christmas Eve, schools, companies, shops, and even some
hotels and airlines take a holiday, and Norwegians spend time
with family and close friends. At 5 p.m. on Dec. 24, all of the
churches throughout the country ring their bells, and people
head to church to attend services.

When people return home that evening, they can expect an
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elaborate Christmas dinner waiting for them. Common seasonal
dishes are dried lutefisk in sauce and pork ribs, but the essential
item is a porridge made of butter, sugar and cinnamon. Before
the family sits down at the dinner table, they offer a bowl of this
porridge to Nisse, a pixie who wears a long red hat, short pants
and has a gray mustache and is Norway’s version of Santa Claus.
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Nisse originally appeared in old folktales. He has a reputation
for being stubborn, and angering him is said to invite bad for-
tune. Conversely, getting on his good side offers protection of
one’s property, crops and family.

Nisse is said to live in Drobak, a town located south of the
capital of Oslo, a 30-minute drive away. Two buildings in the
town symbolize Norwegian-style Christmas, the Tregaardens Ju-
lehus (Christmas House) and the Julenissen post office. Every
year, the post office receives letters addressed to Nisse from
around the world. A sender might get a postcard in reply from
Nisse.
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In Finland, the end of December was originally a harvest cele-
bration around the time of the winter solstice. The introduction
of Christianity saw the creation of Christmas at this time of year.
The Finns call their holiday “Joulu.”

Celebrations get under way early — on the Sunday that comes
four weeks before Dec. 25 — with small parties of friends called
“Pikkujoulu.” Christmas cards are sent out from early Decem-
ber. Other Christmas preparations — decorating the house and
the baking of cakes, namely gingerbread cookies and star-shaped
tortes — take place over a long time.

Christmas Eve is when people go out to get their tree, either
from the forest or a store.

After the tree is brought home, everyone in the house helps
decorate it. When noon arrives, Finland’s old capital city of Turku
issues a Christmas peace declaration while the bells of the city’s
cathedral ring out. This is the signal that Christmas has begun.
Shops throughout the country close and traffic on the roads starts
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to disappear while the population remains at home to spend a
quiet time with their families.

After evening mass, people go to cemeteries, which are lit up
in soft candlelight, to pray at the graves of their ancestors. The
sauna, one of Finland’s most famous cultural exports, is also
an integral part of the Christmas experience: Finns sweat and
bathe in saunas before sitting down to Christmas dinner.
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Rovaniemi, a town in the Lapland region in the country’s far
north, is often said to be the home of Santa Claus, a distinction
that draws many tourists there. Located 8 kilometers north of
the town is Santa Claus Village, where visitors can see Santa’s
office and post office.

It’s hard to imagine a place with more of a Christmas atmos-

phere.
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